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Quick Facts

Â Employees: 348

Â Annual Budget: $16.5 Million

Â Volunteers: 1,281

Â Volunteer hour: 7,723

Â Individuals served: 12,061

Â Investment: Over $110 million 

brought into credit-starved 

community

Â Jobs: Over 7,000 people placed 

in living-wage jobs

Â Housing: Over 1,000 new units 

of affordable housing developed 

Background

Â Bethel New Life was founded in 1979, in the wake of the riots of 

the 1960s and 70s, bya group of Bethel Lutheran Church 

members in Chicagoôs West Garfield Park community

Â BNL has earned a national reputation for cuttingedge initiatives 

and pioneering approaches that build on the people, physical 

assets, and faith of the community

Â BNL strives to turn problems into possibilities through community 

effort

Â BNL succeeds by closely linking:

Ç commitment to self-help and self-determination with 

Ç community-based, value-centered, solution-oriented initiatives.
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Bethel New Life Service Areas

Bethel provides services through 20 

programs organized into four 

divisions

Ç Services for Seniors Division

Ç Child Care & Early 

Intervention Service Division

Ç Community Services Division

Ç Asset Management & Real 

Estate Department 

Our Vision

ñIf you put an end to oppression, to every gesture of contempt, and to 

every evil word; if you give food to the hungry and satisfy those who are 

in need, then the darkness around you will turn to the brightness of 

noon. And I will always guide you and satisfy you with good things. I 

will keep you strong and well. You will be like a garden that has plenty 

of water, like a spring of water that never goes dry. Your people will 

rebuild what has been in ruins, building again on old foundations. You 

will be known as the people who rebuilt walls, who restored the ruined 

houses.ò  Isaiah 58: 9-12

Our Mission

Realize Godôs vision of a restored society by empowering individuals, 

strengthening families, and building neighborhoods though 

community-driven, solution-oriented, and value-centered approaches.
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Bethel New Life Programs & Services

Through five facilities grounded in our community, 
Bethel New Life delivers a full compliment of 
community development services including:

Ç Employment

Â Living wage job placement, work preparation 
and job creation 

Ç Multi -Family Rental and Housing

Â Safe and affordable housing, credit counseling 
and home-ownership preparation

Ç Community Savings

Â Financial education, credit preparation and 
services for first-time banking

Ç Childcare and Education

Â Quality education programs and services 
supporting family and child development

Ç Seniors Assisted & Independent Living

Â Housing, health services and social programs 
for community elders

Beth-Anne 

Campus

Bethel 

Center
Family 

Wellness 

Center

Al Raby H.S.

Parkside 

Housing 

Development

N
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Creating a Community of Choice

Bethel New Life aligned and focused to more effectively deliver on its 

core promise. The organization is committed to creating a Community 

of Choicein West Garfield Park that:

Ç Provides youth with a competitive, quality education

Ç Offers quality job and business opportunities that lift residents out of 

poverty

Ç Actively engages all residents to achieve financial stability and 

participate in wealth-building activities

Ç Offers affordable housing and fosters an ethic of ownership among 

both indigenous stakeholders and newcomers

Ç Continually develops the infrastructure and resources that support 

and enhance a strong, sustainable neighborhood

Ç Sustains an economically and socially diverse resident base who 

choose to live in and support our vibrant, growing community

Community of Choice Goals

Â Increase the wealth of individuals 

and families of the West Side 

through sustainable asset 

building

Â Support the development of West 

Side neighborhoods as 

communities of choice by 

providing housing options for all

Â Support the development of 

quality education and youth 

programs on the West Side
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Local Service, National ImpactHow Do We Get There?

Â Leveraging Resources

Ç Private & Public Partnerships

Ç Use of Various Financing Options (i.e. New 
Markets Tax Credits) to Advance Development

Ç Enlisting the Support of Individuals with 
Resources (Intellectual & Financial Capital)

Â Innovation

Ç Brownfield Redevelopment Strategies

Ç Wealth Creation & Family Sustainability 
Programming

Ç Finding Creative Ways to Bring Stable Jobs 
Back into the Community

Â Advocacy

Ç Advancing Policy Positive to Families

Ç Turning Policy into Action Through 
Demonstration Projects

Ç Creating Models That Can Be Replicated 
Nationally
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Property Redevelopment: Collaborations & Outcomes

GROUND UP, COMMUNITY BASED 

EXPERIENCES
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- What Are The Transformational Opportunities -

ÅQuality of Life

ÅEconomic

ÅEcological

ÅParticipation
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- History Behind Neighborhood Revitalization Efforts -

Å PROTECTING NEIGHBORHOOD ASSETS

ÅSUPPORT SERVICES FOR COMMUNITY RESIDENTS

ÅSAVING THE GREEN LINE & CONSERVATORY

ÅADAPTIVE RE-USE: ST. ANNEôS HOSPITAL & ST. MELôS SCHOOL

ÅPARTICIPATORY PROCESSES

ÅCOMMUNITY ORGANIZING

ÅCOMMUNITY POLICING

ÅCOLLABORATIVE PLANNING

Å INDUSTRIAL RETENTION

ÅAFFORDABLE HOUSING

ÅTRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT
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