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:L School Siting: The Context

A The average US public school is almost 50
years old.

A Enrollments in public schools are at record
high levels.

A Funding for public schools has not kept up
with enroliment levels.

A School districts look for cheap sites to build
new schoolsd many are contaminated or are
near sources of pollution.




Children Are A Vulnerable Population

A Not small adultsd they are developing humans

A By body weight children eat more food, drink more
water, breath more air, and explore the environment
more than adults

AChil drenos bodies absorhb
with lead children absorb about 50% of the amount
to which they are exposed, while adults absorb only
10 - 15%

A Chemical regulations are based upon the average
healthy adultds age, welgg
activities . .. Regulatory levels, we have come to
realize are too high for developing children



Rates of Environmentally Linked
:L llinesses Increasing

A Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder has
been estimated at an all time rate of 17%

A The number of children in special education
programs increased 191% from 1977 to 1994

A Asthma affects over 2 million people. Asthma
can be triggered by poor indoor air quality.

A Children who attend school within 10 -20
miles of known superfund site are almost
twice as likely to have autism



Examples of Poorly Sited
Schools--Providence, RI

A Springfield Street
Schoolsod
elementary and
middle school

Built on top of former
Providence City
Dump




Examples of Poorly Sited
Schoolsd Providence, R

A Exhaust from sub-
slab system Y

A Sinkholes& Z
handicap ramp




Examples of Poorly Sited
Schoolsd Providence, R

e - :
A Alvarez High School

Built on top of former Silver manufacturing
factory



