Planning for
Environmental Justice

Kent Benjamin, Associate Director
US EPA, Office of Environmental Justice (OEJ)

Brownfields 2009
November 16, 2009 (New Orleans, Louisiana)



Presentation Outline

Setting the Context

A Environmental Justice Vision
A Roots of Environmental Justice
A New Directions

Understanding Challenges and Lessons

A Community Capacity

A Public Health Focus

A Equitable Development
A Climate Change

Translating Theory to Practice

A Office of Environmental Justice Mission and Strategy

A Partnership for Sustainable Communities i HUD/DOT/EPA
A Taking Action



% . | AEnvironmental justice vision
SIS A Roots of environmental justice
=R B8 A New directions




Environmental Justice
Vision

Achieve healthy and sustainable
communities for all people, particularly
minority, low-income, and tribal
communltles




Warren County,
North Carolina
1982




AEnvironment al
an issue we an afford to
relegate to the margins; we
need to factor it into every
deci si on.
Lisa P. Jackson
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= | Community Capacity and
i¥== Benefits

Premise:

A Transparency and meaningful
participation by communities impacted
by pollution in decision-making is
essential

Environmental justice includes access
to benefits along with reduction Iin
pollution risk



. Community Capacity and
' BenefitS (conts4d)

Port of Los Angeles:
TraPac Terminal Settlement

Qutcomes:

A Mandate for clean construction equipment on all new port
construction

Clean Trucks Program - Taking old trucks out of operation

A
A Program to incentivize use of low-sulfur fuel in ships entering the
port

A

Community mitigation fund, overseen by a non-profit organization
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Premise:
Importance of integrating public health into sustainability
efforts cannot be underestimated, but is not always done so

Challenge:
A Chronic diseases

A Physical inactivity and unhealthy eating contribute to
chronic diseases

A Poor diet and inadequate physical activity are second
leading cause of death

A Estimated total cost of obesity = $117 billion
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San Francisco Department of Public Health:
Program on Health, Equity, and Sustainability

Mission

To advance urban health and social and environmental justice
through ongoing integration of local government and
community efforts

Activities
A Develop practical research tools to forecast the impact of traffic
on air quality, noise and vehicle pedestrian collisions

A Applying Healthy Development Measurement Tool to
development comprehensive evaluation metric supporting
consideration of health needs in urban land use plans and

projects
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Premise

Equitable development is a pro-active; forward looking, and
responsible approach for addressing the goals of environmental
justice during the planning/development process.

Equitable Development Elements

Housing Choice Healthy communities.
Transportation choice Heritage preservation.
Personal responsibility Stewardship (environmental).
Capacity building Entrepreneurship.
Sustainable wealth creation Civic engagement.
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Fruitvale Transit Village
(Oakland, CA)
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- Emerging Issues of

flil== Climate Change

A Climate change disproportionately
burdens disadvantaged communities

A Basic infrastructure choices critical to
addressing climate change

A Leverage opportunities to benefit
- disadvantaged communities within the

new green economy
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- Translating Theory to

k== Practice

A Office of Environmental Justice
Mission and Strategies

;s sk AHUD/DOT/EPA Partnership for

Sustainable Communities
A Taking Action
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- Office of Environmental

= Justice Mission

To facilitate agency efforts to improve environment
and public health in environmentally and
economically distressed communities by
iIntegrating environmental justice in all

programs, policies, and activities.




Vision in Action: ReGenesis EJ
Partnership (Spartanburg, SC)




